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MIKE Batt

Farnham College is 40!
Girls joined boys as the town’s two
grammar schools merged in 1973

IMAGE and identity. The two schools’ magazines - left: The
Farnhamian for December 1947 and the FGGS magazine for March
1953.  The Farnhamian is still published annually.

THIS year Farnham seems to have more than enough  anniversary
dates but one which is of great significance to members of both the
Farnham Grammar School (for boys) and Farnham Girls’ Grammar
School is the 40th anniversary of the amalgamation of the two
schools, in 1973, to form the Farnham Sixth Form College.

This ‘Forty-Years-On’
landmark takes place in
September. 

However, the
p r e l i m i n a r y
announcement about an
event planned to mark
the occasion on Saturday
September 21st, 2013,
(which will take place in
the hall of the former
FGGS building in Menin
Way), also shows how
much society - as well as
education - has changed
in the past four decades.

For example one
wonders what Miss
Inman, Miss Sparshott,
Miss Hair, Miss Eggar
or Miss Basford from

this informal finger
buffet lunch, from 1pm
to 4pm, at which there
will also be a bar and a
raffle and plenty of time
for conversation and
reminiscences.

Although the official
closure dates of the two
grammar schools was on
September 5th 1973, it
was decided to hold  the
Forty Years On
celebration on the same
day as had previously
been arranged for the
OGA’s AGM but with a
changed programme to
suit the special occasion.

During the afternoon
the Old Girls committee,

plus any others who
wish to attend, will hold
their AGM in another
room leaving those who
wish to do so to carry on
with their ‘Do you

remember...-ing?’
To keep costs at a

minimum tickets will
not be issued for this

lunch (costing £6 per
head) but former FGS
pupils who would like to
attend should contact

Cyril Trust either via
e m a i l :
cyril.trust@talk21.com
or by telephone  01252

338858.  The Farnham
Girls’ Grammar School
pupils should advise Gill
Picken via email
gill.picken@live.co.uk
or on 01252 658124.

Farnham Girls’
Grammar School would
have thought of the idea
that in 2013 it has been
stated that not only
wives and husbands but
partners and lovers,
too, would be welcomed
at the buffet lunch to
celebrate the occasion.  

Although by 1973
male staff at Farnham
Grammar School were
probably more liberal in
thought it is likely that
even a few of them
might also have raised
their eyebrows at out-of-
marriage relationships.

It is hoped that around
100 people will attend

How a bit of musical Wombling
brought royal honour for Mike
MIKE Batt, a long-
time resident of
Ewshot and probably
best-known for being
the man behind The
Wombles song, was
made Lieutenant of
the Royal Victoria
Order (LVO) in the
Queen’s Birthday
Honours list last
month. 

Mike, a composer,
producer and chairman
of British independent
record label Dramatico
received the award, a
personal gift of The
Queen, and one which
recognizes distinguished
personal service to the
Sovereign.

He said: “I was
completely shocked - in
a great way - to be told
of this honour...I have
obviously done
something that has been
recognized, but I can’t
think exactly what. 

“All I can say is
wherever I have been in
contact with the Royal
Household or been
asked to compose or
perform pieces for Royal
occasions it has always
been an honour in itself.

To receive an ‘actual’
proper honour is an
unexpected bonus.”

Later this month Mike
will participate in the
Coronation Festival Gala
at Buckingham Palace -
having been
commissioned to write a
special piece for the
occasion - which will be
performed by Katie
Melua. 

Michael Philip Batt

ORINOCO, perhaps
the most flamboyant
Womble.

LVO was born on
February  6th, 1949.  He
is a British songwriter,
musician, producer and
deputy chairman of the
British Phonographic
Industry. 

In addition to creating
The Wombles pop act,
and writing the chart-
topping Bright Eyes for
Watership Down. He
also discovered Katie
Melua.

Mike Batt began his
career in pop music at
the age of 18  and in the
early 1970s, aged 23,
married, with children,
he was asked by the
producers of a new
children’s television
programme to write the
theme music. 

Instead of taking his
£200 fee, Batt asked for
the character rights for
musical production. The
choice produced his first
hits as a singer/
songwri ter /producer
involving The Wombles,
in 1974. The
collaboration produced
eight hit singles and four
gold albums.

In 1997, the year of
The Queen and Prince
Philip’s Golden

Wedding Anniversary,
he was commissioned by
the military to compose
a piece, Royal Gold for
the massed bands of the
Coldstream, Welsh, Irish
and Grenadier Guards,
together with 100 pipers,
a piece  which was
performed in the
presence of The Queen
and Prince Philip at the
Royal Tournament that 

Mike simultaneously
dedicated the piece to
his own parents, whose
Golden Wedding
Anniversary happened
to be in the same year.
�Elisabeth Beresford,

writer, broadcaster and
creator of the Wombles,
died on Christmas Eve,
2010, aged 84.  Mike
wrote, at that time, that
Elisabeth changed his
life dramatically and
irrevocably when in the
late sixties, long before
he knew her, she
dreamed up the
Wombles while walking
on Wimbledon Common
with her children
Marcus and Kate.

One of the children
had apparently
m i s p r o n o u n c e d
Wimbledon Common

Medals say it all...
FARNHAM Swimming
Club will have a new
head coach from
August 18th, when
Team GB Olympian
Martin Edwards takes
up his new rôle.

Many of the club’s
members met Martin
when he spent a few
days with them last
month. He  has a
history of training
swimmers at all stages
from world record
holders, senior and
junior national
champions as well as
supporting and
teaching swimmers.
Farnham Swimming

Club’s chairman,
Chris Lee, said that the
club is  looking
forward to Martin
leading and pushing its
top swimmers to the
highest levels but also
getting involved in all
of the groups, and
leading the swimmers,
coaches and the whole
club to an even
brighter future over
the coming years.
�Last weekend at

the Masters Long
Course National
S w i m m i n g
Championships in
Plymouth, the
Farnham Swimming

Club relay team
(above) picked up a
bronze medal in the 4 x
200m mixed freestyle
relay.  These bring the
club’s haul this season -
its 120th anniversary
year - to a total, so far,
of 201 medals.

and called it Wombledon
Common.   After they
returned to their home
Liza (as most people
called Elisabeth) made a
list of Wombles
characters based on
members of her family. 

In her mind at that
time they did not have
pointed noses or grey
fur.   These features
came later as Ivor Wood
(of Magic Roundabout
and subsequently
Paddington and Postman
Pat fame), would design
the  Womble characters
for the first BBC TV
series.   

Originally they were
just Wombles, small
bear-like creatures,
living underground but
came up when they were
unlikely to be spotted by
humans. Then they
converted all the old
rubbish left behind by
men, women and
children into useful
items.

How local councils
would love the Wombles
if they were real and
lived today, now that
landfill sites are
becoming over-full.


